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Most of us do not like to sit around and think about our eventual 

demise. However, my job as a Certified Financial Planner      

practitioner is to help  people plan for both good times and bad. 

I came across this estate checklist and thought about the      

number of friends, relatives and clients who have passed away 

since I have been in this business. Settling my own father’s     

estate was, at times, a challenge even though we had most of 

the required documents in place. I think the checklists will     

provide a good  overview of what is necessary for both preparing 

and eventually settling an estate. Better to have everything in 

place a little early than to be trying to figure it all out when grief 

and emotions are running high. The checklist for Preparing Your 

Estate  appears below and the checklist for Settling an Estate will 

be included in the July newsletter. Hopefully you will not have to 

settle an estate anytime soon. 

Jim’s Journal 

“Where there is a will, 

there are 500 relatives” 

Author unknown 

Enjoy the lazy, crazy days of summer and take good care!!! 

ESTATE CHECKLIST Preparing Your Estate 

This checklist details many of the necessary materials to gather to save your loved ones hours of effort, keep you in 

control of your medical decisions and safeguard your valuable assets. 



Here are some other important considerations: 

1. Have you established designated beneficiaries for all of your retirement accounts?  If so, have you reviewed your 
choices recently to confirm they are aligned with your present intentions? 

2. After death, do you want to be buried or cremated and have you indicated this anywhere in writing? 

3. Is there any intention to donate estate assets to a particular non-profit organization or charity? 

4. Is the person you’ve named as executor of your estate aware of their role? 
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 The information contained herein—including that related to tax, legal and insurance considerations—is general in nature, is      

provided for informational purposes only, and should not be construed as legal, tax or insurance advice. Always consult with an 

attorney, tax  professional or financial planner regarding your specific situation on these matters. 


